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District Attorney an of Desert Storm, a better’s intoxication by E 79 - ;‘LM et
General Russell John- high school Geometry numerous prescription| 1 oifr @ 25 ¢4 2o = oo
son announced that and Algebra teacher, 2 medications. Ledbet-
his office obtained a coach, a husband and ter’s sentence will be
guilty plea from on father of a 15 year (at set by Judge Wicks at
- Roane County woman that time) son. The a hearing on Septem-
- in the tragic 2015 Val- defendant in the case, ber 22,2017 at 9 amin
~ entine’s Day vehicular Robin Ledbetter (now Loudon County due to » . P )

homicide death of man 44 years old), admit- court being in session | === LA . TS
from the Little Emory ted in her guilty plea there that month. ’ *- - ,
community of Harri- before Judge Jeffery Ledbetter pled guilty 20?? ;gcl?gnEtiignoiqst 256Tﬁwears 0 their
man, lerrance (ferry) H. Wicks that the head to one count of vehic- I o th recit hlcers. Hey a took the
ark who was a 40 on two car collision ular homicide by in- SIOM Oath reciiing the pledge. I do solemnly
year old Army veter- was the result of Led- | | piedge myseif to perform faithfully and impar-
(see guilty pg. 2) tially the duties of The Office of The American

Legion I am about to assume, and I further pledge
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Drug Dealer pleads guilty to comn-
spiracy to distribute heroin result-
ing in death

John Hardin see Legion pg. 3

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SETTLES IM-
MIGRATION-RELATED DISCRIMINATION
CLAIM AGAINST PANDA EXPRESS

WASHINGTON tion into whether Panda

~ The Justice Depart- Express discriminated
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On June 28, 2017, forthe same offenses.
Darius Jermaine Blake-  In his piea agreemen
more, a.k.a. Tank, 28, on file with the U.S.
of Chattanooga, Ten- District Court, Blake] . )
nessee, pleaded gullty more agreed to serve al ment announced - that _agamst_ non-U.5. cit-
to conspiracy to dis- prison sentence of 23| 1§ &#& ase it reached a sietﬂemem izens in violation of
tribute heroin resulting vyears. Federal law Pro-| :f’f‘;fff:;i’ Mf;f; agreement with Pan- the Immui gration - and
in death, distribution vides enhanced penal{; % @~ - - |da Restaurant Group, Nationality Act (INA)
of heroin resulting n ties for drug dealers whoj Inc. (Panda Express), when reveritying their
death, possession with distribute controtled, a restaurant chain with permission to work.
ntent to distribute co- substances that lead to over 1,800 locations in  The  department’s

caine, possession with overdose deaths, includ- the United States. The investigation conclud-
intent  to  distribute ing a 20-year mandatory| agreement resolves the ed that Panda Express

crack, and possession minimum sentence. d S : . .
ab K, ol cpartment’s 1mnvestiga-
with intent to distribute  The plea agreement hgw Broyles ga- unnecessarily required

heroin. He entered this along with proot at trial |
cutlty plea during the provided that in Febru-
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: lark head-on, causing Mr. _— .
ﬁﬁ%%}f lark to be killed, and his District  Attorney  Gener- never bring the loved one back

o T g o > al Russell Johnson stated i to the grieving family. In this
toxication, one count of ve- WHE€ and Son 10 SUMer Serl-  regponse to the plea, “These particular case, the defendant did

hicular assault, one count of ©OUS m‘}unes;ﬁthe PasSENgers  cases are complicated to work plead guilty to causing the death
reckless endangerment, and of L@dbeﬁq S car were aiso  through due to the emotional of Mr. Clark and for injuries to
one count of driying under  SCIOUS lﬂjUTed in the col- impact to the VI?t’im?S fami- the passengers due to her con-
he influence. Assistant Dis- lision. Ledbetter was sus- ly. In cases like this, regardless scious decision to get behind the
trict Attorney (yeneral Bob pected and later found to o©f the outcome in court we can  wheel and drive Whl. ¢ Intoxicat-
Fdwards explained to the be under the influence of SEC gmﬁty ctd. pg 7

fa

court at the plea hearing that 2 cocktall of prescription [ Notice. The Daily Edition does not knowingly accept fraudulent or misiead- |
on February 14,2015, Robin controllea substances. The ing materials. T_he Daily 'E,dman.caz_*il_mt guarantee the validity of foe_f:rings or
1 edbetter. crossed the cenier- nvesti gation was led bv statements contained herein. All liablltty tfor the contents of all advertising, and

: i for any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the adveriiser or
ne on U.S. Highway 70 near lennessee Highway Patrol Y y p y

1ts agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right o reject, edit, or abbreviate any
Charles Ballew Road, and Troopers Paul DuBroc and

. advertlsement submitted. Advertising 1s accepted with the understanding that ali
cstruck the vehicle of Terrance Phil ip Warren Hiability for all copyright violations 1s the sole responsibility of the advertiser.

: Photographs, ariwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered

! ' the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but
will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and layout

errors. All statements and information about highlights featured items, letters to
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| lthe editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily

; Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily

. .. s Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an
e | jerror occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the

i ad Information contained tn the Wazzup is recetved anonymously and the Daily

| @ Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit

i or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of

% general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13).

¢ {The Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-

ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City
TN 37771. 863-771-2249. email: danl204us@yahoo.com
'The Daily Edifion is Loudon County’s premer public interest and paid advertising paper. The
| Daily Edition is produced and published daily Monday through Friday and is circulated through-
out Loudon County and parts of Monroe and Knox Counties. Display advertising rates $5.00 per
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Justice

lawtul permanent resi-
dent workers 1o re-es-
tablish their work au-
thorization when their
Permanent Resident
Cards exprred, while
not making similar re-
quests to U.S. citizen
workers when their
documents  expired.
The nvestigation also
revealed that Panda
Express routinely re-
quired other non-U.S.
citizen  workers 1o
produce 1mmigration
documents to reveri-
fy their ongoing work
authorization despite
evidence they had al-
ready provided suffi-
cient  documentation.
The antidiscrimina-
flon provision of the
INA  prohibits  such
requests  for docu-
ments when based on
an employee’s citizen-
ship status or national

origin.
Under the settle-
ment, Panc’a EXpress

N T W l T £ FY

1
Yill pcl)' a Civii puua}—

ty of $400,000 to the
United States, estab-

lish a $200,000 back
pay fund to compen-
sate workers who lost
wages due to the com-

PSP i THn o e T M1 5 T T, Tl ) O 1, Pt MMt e i er oy P erehr T

Now Hiring

QTS L ERR) o Wik A0 g e

Jandscape install,
jcompany. Looking

whr ot Ne i v

TS e T T A T b R

-\_ LT PR

A R e e T T e D e P P Ty o il e -

pany’s practices, train
(s human resources
personne: on the re-
quirements of the
INA’s anti-discrimina-
tion provision, and be
subject to departmen-
tal monitoring and re-
porting requirements.
“Employers should
ensure that their re-
verification  practic-
es comply with laws
that protect workers
against  discrimina-
tion,” said Acting
Assistant Attorney
General Tom Wheel-
er of the Civil Rights
Division. “The Justice
Department applauds
Panda Express for its
cooperation  during
this investigation and
1ts  commitment to
compensating  work-
ers who may have lost
wages due to 1ts docu-
mentary practices.”
Work-authorized,
non-U.S. citizens who
lost work at Panda
bxpress between May
31,2014, and June 28,
2017, due to Panda
Express’ documenta-
ry practices may be
eligible for back pay
for the wages they
would have eamed.

A T AT D L e ) e A e e b

Landscape Install Team Member
Landscapes & Gardens by Pam is a full-servicel
construction, and maintenance
for motivated, hard- -working, and;
icustomer-service based peopie. We have immedlate
ifull-time openings in the company that will allow fort ;
ierowth and promotion. We are a high quality, cus-j
itomer-service based company with Full-timé wor ;
'u aitable, based on weather conditions.

k\penence in landscaping s a plus, but a wﬂ]mg
Iness to learn and the abi 1w to work 1n a team envi-j
ronment is of the utmost priority. Typical work week

oL e &ujﬂ.k\ﬁ'ﬂ.‘ﬁlh:-&!ﬂt‘ﬂ-&ﬁﬂﬂh

i
5

b DT TR L

;

i

s <0-50 hours Monday - Friday, with time and half} i

for ¢ any hours over 40.

' Requirements:

. Must have a valid’s driver’s license
. Must be able to pass'a drug test

;

| Call 865-806-8992
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Must have dependable tranSpGrtatlon to and from work

-
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For more information,
email I{ER .PEclaims@
USG0].gov.

The division’s Im-
migrant and Employee
Rights Section (IER),
formerly known as
the Office of Special
Counsel for Immigra-
tion-Related  Unfair
Employment Practic-
es, 1$ responsible for
enforcing the anti-dis-
crimination provision
of the INA. The stat-
ute prohibits, among
other things, citizen-
ship, immigration
status, and national
ortgin discrimination
i hiring, firing, or re-
cruitment or referral
for a fee: unfair doc-
umentary  practices:
retaliation and infimi-
datior.

For more informa-
tion about protections
against employment
discrimination under
immigration iaws, call
[ER’s worker hotline
at 1-300-255-7688 (1-
s00-237-2515, TTY
for hearing impaired);
cali 1ER’s employer
hotline at 1-800-255-

¥
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3
4

" iz e ol T g o S ST, o TT G e o o e A2 e

% “W Make The D1fferenc:e You Can See? ‘
| Locallly Owned and Operated ?
? :
% 0SE From:
. 1l Frame Over $69.0€

On the corner Of A& Depot Street Lenoir Clty

Servmg Loudon Cozmly for over 40 years
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sends e-maii);, or Vis-
it IER’s English and
Spanish websites.
Applicants or work-
ers who believe they
were subjected to dif-
ferent documentary
requirements based on
their citizenship, 1m-
migration status, or
nattonal origin; or dis-
crimination based on
‘i:heu‘ CiUZ@IlShlp, 1mm1--

Remdtlal and

| Licensed, Bonded and
Insured

8155 (1-800-237- | &
2515, TTY for hearing { 4
~ impaired); sign up for
a free webinar; email
IER@usdoj.gov (link
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gration status, or na-
tional origin in hiring,
firing, or recruitment
or referral, should

contact 1ER’s worker
hotlme for assmtance
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neroin

ary 2016, Blakemore
sold a gram of heroin
to Jessica Rachels for
$200.00 in the parking
lot of a McDonald’s
in Chattancoga. After
Rachels arrived at the
parking lot, Blakemore
oave the heroin to one
of his runners, Joshua
Corbett, who delivered
the heroin 10 Rachels.

Rachels gave a por-
tton of.the heroin she
received from Corbett
to Logan Whiteaker,
who drove her:to the
drug deal. Whiteaker’s
stepfather found him
dead the next morming
on the floor in the bath-
room of his residence
in Red Bank, Tennes-
see, with a hypodermic
needlie cilutched in his
1and. A blue container
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with .64 grams of hero-
in nside was found on
the bathroom counter.
Whiteaker graduated
from Hamilton County
Drug Court less than 24
hours prior to his death.
Like Blakemore, Ra-
chels and Corbett both
previous eaded
guilty to distribution
of heroin resulting in
death and are all await-
Ing sentencing.

T

“Heroin has proven
to be a deadly poison
that does not discrim-
mmate. Its victims in-
clude every gender,
race, age, and econom-
1c background, and its
debilitating effects are
the same across all de-
mographics. Statistics
show that in 2016, her-
om deaths surpassed
gun homicides for the
first time in more than
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15 years. The U.S. At-
tommey’s Office for the
Fastern District of Ten-
nessee will not stand
idle as the death toll
continues to rise. We
will use all available
resources to hold drug
dealers like Blakemore.
who seek to profit from
this epidemic, account-
able for their actions.”
said U.S. Attorney
Nancy Stallard Harr.
John McGarry, Res-
ident Agent in Charge
of the DEA Chattanoo-
ga Office stated, “The
U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration, and its
ask torce partners from
he Hamilton County
heriff’s  Office, the
ennessee  Highway
atrol, the Red Bank
olice Department,
he Chattanooga Po-
ice Department, and
the Tennessee Bureau
of Investigation wi
investigate and pur-
sue overdose deaths in
southeast Tennessee to
the fullest extent of the
law. The prosecution
of Darius Blakemore
stands as an example
of this coalifion’s com-
mitment to protecting
the most vulnerable el-
ements of our commu-
nity from the persistent
threat of heroin.”
aw  enforcement
agencies  participat-
Ing in this joint inves-
tigation include the
Drug Entorcement
Administration, Ham-
ilton County Sheriff’s
Office, Chattanooga
Police Department,
Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation, Tennes-
see Highway Patrol,
and Red Bank Police
Department.  Assis-
fant U.S. Attorneys
Michael D. Porter and
Scott Winne represent
the United States.
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THP aced under arrest.

Deputy located a clear
glass with liquid 1n it,
that smell like alco-
hol, n the cup holder,
and a 1.7 liter of Skky

Vodka halt empty 1n
the vehicle.

Conner Jones, 33,
Myliosshane ane,

Knoxvilie, was
charged with DUL
Deputy Tony Bran-
son LCSO, was dis-
patched to Interstate
75 at the 81 mm for a
disabled vehicie. Dep-
uty arrived on scene
to find a gray vehicle
in the median. Depu-
ty approached the lefi
side of the vehicle, and
found the driver iden-
tified as Conner Jones
sitting in the driver
seat with the keys n
the 1gnition. When
speaking with Conner
Deputy could sme

an alcoholic beverage
coming from his per-
son. Jones had slurred
speech, red eyes, and
very slow 1o respond
to Deputy questions.
Cpl. Branam arrived
on scene and hac
Jones perform sobri-
ety test which he did
poorly on. Jones was

¥

cash ctd. from pg. 5

ed.” Johnson observed,
“"We have to somehow
overcome the scourge
that prescription drug
abuse has brought {o our
region and our nation.
Prescription drug use
and abuse 1n this case
has unfortunately taken
the life of an upstand-
ing and totally innocent
citizen 1n Terry Clark.
Ledbetter’s abuse of
prescription pills caused
severe and permanent
injury to Terry’s wife,
Tabitha, as well as emo-
tional 1njuries to the son
who was a victim in the
accident as well.”

DUl and Vehicular
Homicide  prosecutor
Joe Caldwell reiterated,
“This type of criminal
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activity will always be
prosecuted by me in this
district -and our hearts
go out to Mrs. Clark and
her entire family. In this
part of the state we are
all victims of a terrible
epidemic of prescription
drug :abuse, and unfor-
tunately for Mrs. Clark,
ner marriage of 27 years
came to an abrupt end on
that horrific Valentine’s
Day.”

At Ledbetter’s senienc-
ing on September 22nd
she will face a sentencing
range of 8 to 12 years in
prison on the Vehicular
Homicide by Intoxica-
tion, 2 to 4 years in pris-
on for vehicular assault
and up to 11 months and
29 days in jail each for
the DUI and reckless en-
dangerment. Judge Wicks
will decide the terms and
length of Ledbetter’s sen-
tence after the court con-

ducts a presentence inves-
tigatrorrand considers the
victim impact statements.
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Pennie Lindsey
Affiliate Broker

River Rock Real Es

www.RiverRockTN.com
Pennie@riverrocktn.com

8065-755-5264 - Ce |
865-635-9706 Ext. 2 - Business
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ity Utilities
| scheduled
eeting July 17,
2017, has been cancelled. T
eduled
e August 21, 2017,
., 20 Will '

City : Highway 32
Lenoir City, Tennessee 37771.
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