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Ronnie Brown, 33,
Abbott Road Lenoir
City, was charged with
Man/Sell/Del/Resale
Sch. 1.

Officers recetved
a cali of suspicious
persons 1n a black
Chrysler PT Cruiser
at the court house an-
nex (100 Mulberry
St, Loudon). Upon ar-
rival, Officer observed
a black PT Cruiser sit-
ting in the parking lot
with two persons in the

(see meth pg. 2)

Samuel Gilbert
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And so we know and
rely on the love God
as tor us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love
ives in God, and God in
im. — 1 John 4:16
bituarie

| see inside
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Ronnie Brown

Long-Running Fraud
Cost Victims Millions'
of Dollars

in 1980, a Califor-]
nia man named John|
E. Fox opened a wine|
store near San Francis-
co called Premier Cru.
More than a decade
later, when the busi-
ness was struggling fi- |
nancially, Fox devised
a way to make a lot of
money—all at his cus-
tomers’ expense.

What transpired on|
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Pashawntae Durham
{(see two pg. 4)

Follow us on
Instagram

(see wanted pg.7) see wine pg. 5
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Thank goodness Ten- _ _
nova North knows what Today: Sunny.  High cloudy overnight. Lov
'S _going on when it ?froqm;lltﬁi £ loud giﬁaay Intervals of clouds
>+ Tonight: ew clouds
f;mais}%%é;rgg?% ’ goglaf Overﬁigm‘ Low 42F | and (sjunshu}e. High 67F.
tient aspirin 2 week Saturday  Overcast ~with sunday Night A most]
bef . rain showers at times. ciear SkY_- Low 42F.
clore a surgery just SO pyjop s (Continued on page 6)
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eth and seemed overly nervous.
Officer asked Mr. Brown to
front seat. Officer Ridings exitthe vehicle and he started
was talking to the passenger shoving something into his
while Officer Russell talked left front pocket in an attempt
to the driver. The driver to hideit.
identified himself as Ronnie = Officer retneved the object
Brown but could not produce which was a black change
identification. urse containing si1x (6) smaill
Mr. Brown was shaking clear plastic bags contain-

DON'T LET THE FLU GET YOU DOWH TRIS SEASQH
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111 Hwy 32 K,
? Lenotr City, Tn 37771
865-088-00060C
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2009 Jeep Liberty Chrome pkg, 52K, PW,
PL, V6, Tow pkg, Luggage Rack
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ing a chrystaline substance
believe to be Methamphet-
amine. Said actions did occur
in Loudon County.
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lonroe (423) 442-7401
Roane (865) 354-1054

TR TR S . PR e o 3 e o O o P S P T TR S PR T R A S o s e L e R P e Y g e i ATy ot 8 F T P T e e T Sl S P T A T AT Sy Ny S g, A ey e i S e e S T T T S G e 0 L A e T A

Notice: The Daily Edition does not knowingly accept fraudulent or misiead- |
ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and
for any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or
its agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbreviate any
advertisement submitted. Advertising 1s accepted with the understanding that all
hability for all copyright violations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser.
Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered
the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but
will not be liabie for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and iayout
errors. All statements and information about highlights featured ifems, letters to
the editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily
Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily
Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement 1n which an
error occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the
ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily
Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit
or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of
general circulation 1n l.oudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13).
he Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-
ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City
TN 37771.865-771-2249. email: dan]204us@yahoo.com
The Daily Edition is London County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The
Daily Edition i1s produced and published daily Monday through Friday and is circulated through-
out {.oudon County and parts of Monroe and Knox Counties. Display advertising rates $5.00 per
column inch and quantity discounts avallable. Call for information on upcoming promotions and
Events.
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. 2007 Chw Taho-eNAV Leather, PW, PL PS . e
T Vk Pwr 2nd d Row | #2013 Chevy Malibu Alloy Wheels, Low Miles, | i
ow pKg, 2nd Row, 3rd Row , . { £
o Leather, Cruise, PW, PL, 37 MPG!
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Two ~a bottle o'f Tylenol’ iD only, Mr. Saunders vehicle and he stated and a cigarette box

PM. Upon  arrival stated he lost his ii- yes. Mr. Durham then with numerous roach-
Marquise dSaunders, Officer made contact cense and just got the handed him a plastic esinit.

50, Autumn  Court with Marquise Anto- ID instead of going to bag containing a green  The above incident
Ga., was charged with pio Saunders. Officer the DMV. plant like material be- happened in the city of
Driving on Revoked/ advised Mr. Saunders  After running Mr. heved to be mau_]uana Loudon.

Officer Benny him and asked for his the E911 center the et T S B .
Houser LPD, was dis- license.. status came back sus- |
paiched to the Exxon  Mr. Saunders hand- pended. The above in-
for possible theft of ed him a Kentucky cident happened in the

city of Loudon.
Dashawntae Durham,
28, Autumn Court Ga.,
was charged with Theft
of Property and Simple

County Commission will hold af *ossession i msme m ggwggg
Officer Benny HouS-  § S oo s

Specltﬂ called meeting February 21533 | erLPD, wasdispatched | V@u ve Tried The Res?
2016 at 5:30 at the County office] to the Exxon fora pos- |Now Come Have The

ible theft of a bottle of Besﬂ%?
) t ed funding] > i
building to discuss shared fundi g Tylenol PM. After ar- | We Recent ALL )

egium
Market Dr. * Lenoir CH}’ (In Front of |
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ifor utility relocation on the Harrison) | reésting the driver of the §_ 36“3553 %mmmm Cowpens
Road project. = vehicle Officer made pe==

contact with the pas- | ~  } Ge‘i Ep To

senger Dashawntae Al- [ . A

CE X N | s iy | @20 Durham. Officer | adh o fot i ,0UU FAST!

" i1 asked Mr. Dutham if | SFSCSUCE If you're approved for Essy Advance’

| he had taken the bottle |

N~ v | lrom the store and he |

EHH!!!E Vet 5 | handed him a box witl 32@ Hwy 321 Suite 600

E355 5%@39@ budget tmnsmwsmns com Viiine in it. (Mmss From Burger King)
Fa g e ~ £ T

s dgefﬁ there was a strong [Lenoir City, TN

dgfﬁin; 865986-8335
ACCREDITED,

or E..mm@n cmmﬁy _ .
20 Years of BBB Zere Customer | and Ofﬁcﬁer asked Mr.
Y Durham if there was

: Complaints Award Member : h servlces One Coupon per customer and per return. Other exclusions
A4+ Plus Rated o any marijuana in tne § may apply Void where pl‘ﬂhlbltEd by taw, Valid 1/3-2/22/2017.
Approv " S—

nga Transmission Invento FY  Auto Repalr e B e —

Ees% Technicians Periodiit E er E 1C. i ocally owned|
| Call (865) 584-4391 Today! Nyeweee /|
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' and operated by S'Ean Ledbeﬁeﬁ" and Jake Tillett. Along with
| their staff, they have over 136 years of combined experience inj
 the collision repair business.
| After working for Knoxville Collision Center for years before it|
| was sold to an out of state corporation, Stan and Jake have ful-}
JPLICAL UISPENSARY 1 ifilled their dreams of owning and running their own shop.
u . | “We are a family of past co-workers who have been together|
We Tglg:lﬁ? %?vlrﬁieézﬁegggrgzg See | | for 15 years. We support ALL our military and are ALL VOLJ|
Stop by and see us and you will know wvth us “Qua!zty is ﬂm

Gver 1000 Frames Te - - p]

Choose From YW 7 | |otion it is the only standard JPETTTI R
00 S—r | {we will accept.” 95
. The Collision Center, Inc.
10439 Lexington Drive
Knoxvil ie TN
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 Wine some of the proceeds ish lifestyle that in- for a variety of other cial Agent Scott Med-
to pay. back previous cluded membershipsto personal expenses, earts, who invesiigated
customers who had in- private golf clubs and not least of which was the case from the FBI’

vested in his fictitious buying and leasing ex- nearly $1 million on San Francisco Divi-
wine fatures. pensive vehicles such women he met online. sion. “Like all Ponzi
Fox, of course, took as Ferraris and a Mase- e had a pretty lu- schemes, though, 1t
millions of dollars for rati. He also used his crative scheme gomg was destined to fail,
himself, living a lav- 1ll-gotten gains to pay for a time,” sald Spe- but not before his vic-
tims lost pretty much
everything.”

In the 1990s, Fox be-
gan selling “pre-arrival
wine” to customers
around the country and
overseas. He might sell
a $100 bottle yet to be
produced by a French
vineyard that he led
people to  believe
would be worth much
more when they took

delivery a few years
later.

“His CuStomers
thought they were get-
ting wine futures,”
Medearis said, “fancy
wine at a good deal.”
Fox was clever, choos-
Ing certain wines be-
cause he knew they
would sell well. “He
put thought into what
- he would offer,” Med-
earis explained. “Not
the rarest wines, be-
cause savvy custom-
ers would know there
wasn’t that much avail-
able.”

o s ) Fox conducted legit-
| "ﬁ imate business as well,
but 1f he had 10 cases

f a certain wine 1n his
inventory, he might
bump that inventory to
30 cases on paper and
sell the 20 phantom

see Wine ctd. pg. 7
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Good Useo
Appliances

Washer

nd off during the next
two decades was a

massive Ponzi scheme:
Fox sold millions of
dollars of “phantom”
wine that only existed
on paper and then used

You Name it, We Buy It!
Radiators, Wheels, Batteries, Appliances, Farm Eguipment
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Stove, Freezer
Refrigerator.
$100 & up
Call 423-351-4319
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Sheena Range, 36,
Smalien Road Loudon,
was charged with Poss,
of Drug Para, Failure

to Appear, and Driving

on Revoked/Suspend-
ed License.

Inv. Jamie Ketner
LSO, observed a
black Nissan fail to
stop al the intersec-
tion of Corntth Church
Rd/ Steekee  Creek
Rd. Deputy stopped
the vehicle at Cor-
nith Church Rd. and
identified the driver
as Sheena Range and
the passenger. Dis-
patched advised | that
Ms. Range had a war-
rant tor arrest out of
Loudon County, Tn.
for D.0.S. and that her
licensc was revoked.

Ms.Range did give
consent to search her
vehicle and Deputy
found one cut coke can
with residue on it and
one cut coke can 1n
her purse. These items
are used to use tllegal
narcotics. Deputy ar-
rested Ms.Range tor
D O R and Posscssion
Of Drug parapher-
nalta. Dcputy  Fritts
transported Ms.range
to the Loudon County
Jail without ncident.
These above actions
did occur on a public
roadway 1 Loudon
County Tn. Ms.Range
was also issued cita-
tion for the stop sign.

YYine ctd. from pg. S

cases as pre-arnvals.
“He did that off and
on when he got nto
fight spots to generate
cash,” Medearis said.
“lnstead ot doing the
right thing and clos-
ing up shop when the
business was no lon-
ger viable, he mvented
imventory he didn’t

MOTS
begun an 1nvestigation

ruptey,
9,000 people

provide

' L SN N s RV e U o R o T R R S e o e T o S P P P L P gt el 1ty P B,

have.” Just in the years
2010 to 2015, Fox ac-
knowledged that he
sold or attempted to
sell approximately $20
million worth of phan-
fom wine.

In time, customers
complained to law en-

forcement when they

didn't get their wine
or their money back.
When Fox heard ru-

that the FRI had

Imto his business prac-
tices, he declared bank-
listing about
he owed
money to. That didn’t
protect him 1from the
Bureau's criminal -
vestigation, however,

and 1n June 2016, he

was charged with wire

fraud.

Two months later,
alter Fox had already
begun cooperating
with Investigators to
the details
of his long-running
scam, he  pleaded
cullty to the charges
against him. “Without
the knowledge in his
head,” Medearis said,
“1t would have taken
us years to unravel the
extent of the fraud.”

in December 2016, a

federal judge sentenced

Fox to 78 months in

prison. Medearis 18
satistied that justice

was done, although he
understands the frus-
ration and betrayal
felt by Fox’s many
vicims. “One victim
in Hong Kong lost $1
million,” he said. “An-
other victim invested
some of his retirement
money and lost it. One
father just wanted a
great wine to serve at

juk = e e i Bt T T e e r—r ey i — ST p—

his daughter’s wed-

ding, -and, of course,

that never happened.”
Wanted

Samuel Gilbert, 20,
Cox Road Loudon, was
charged with Burglary
of Motor Vehicle, and
Thelt of Property.

Officer  witnessed
Samuel Gilbert trav-
cling South on Mul-
berry Street. It was to
his knowledge that Mr.
Gilbert did have active
warrants. Officer was
able to make contact
with Mr. Gilbert, and
check for any active
warrants through dis-
patch. At this time dis-
patch was able to con-
firm that Mr. Gilbert
did have two active
warrants. Mr. Gilbert
was then placed into
custody and transport-
ed to Loudon County
Jatl. All the above ac-
fions did happen in
The City of Loudon.

ROTARY CLUB PRO-
VIDES DICTIONAR-

IESTOTHIRD GRAD-
ERS

As a service to the
community, the Rotary
Club of Tellico Lake
will have distributed
approximately 750 free
dictionarics this year
to all third grade stu-
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dents in the following
SCNOO0ls:
Tellico Plains, Rural
Vale, Sweetwater Ele-
mentary, Madisonville
Intermediate, Vonore
Elementary and Green-
back. In total. close

to 3,000 dictionaries
have been distributed

=t e A L gl .

Coker Creek.,
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since the Rotary Club
mitiated this project 11
years ago.

1o learn more about
the Rotary Club of
lellico lLake. check
their website at www.
TellicoLakeRotary.org.
The public 1s invited to
attend meetmgs

Mae;hsonwlle Emermedmt@ ﬂmd gmder Keomﬁ
(rarren is all smiles having fust received her new
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Pennie Lindsey
Affiliate Broker

River Rock B
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865-755-5264 - Cell

865-635-9706 Ext. 2 - Business
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eal Kstate Group
www.RiverRockT'N.com
Pennie@riverrocktn:com
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BB~ s 222480
Tt
ABacvertise

82@ Hwy 321 Suite 600
| (Across From Burger King)

' Lenoir City, TN

i

| o

YOS S |, TPV -

865-986-8335

! **With paid tax preparation provided by Liberty Tax. Valid at participat- #
ing locations. Cannot be combined with other offers or used toward past §

Cash""“ on the spot :
f-_' mth paid tax prepamtlon 5

dy apply Void where pI’DhlbI[Ed bj, law. Valid 1/3-2/22/2017.

§ services. One Coupon per customer and per return. Other exclusions E
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) Apply 1n person ati
ILiberty Tax, 820 Hwyj

(zet Paid To Wave.;

321, ste 600 across
rom Burger King.
365-986-3333




