oudon, Monroe and Surrounding Counties

bers of law
enforcement agen-
cies came together

on Monday at the 9th
District Attorney Gen-
eral Russell Johnson’s
office to formalize the
rotocols of an “Over-
ose Task Force” for
oudon and Roane
ounties. Both coun-
ties are, like other ar-
cas of Tennessee and
the Appalachian re-

B

g1on, experiencing an
explosion in overdos-
es from opioids and
heroin. Increasingly,
unless law enforce-
ment officers or EMS
can get to the over-
dose victim In time to
administer a drug such
as Naloxone to count-
er the lethal eifects of
the overdose, these Sii-
uations end in death.
The 1ssue of overdos-

Yet another meth bust:; driver eats it and
has to be taken to hospital
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e T TR T e rop el

P iy .

es from legal opioids
(which are common-
y seen in the form of
prescription painkillers
such as Oxycodone),
as well as overdoses
from illegal opiates
such as heroin which
1S now often laced with
Fentanyl by the drug
dealers, 1s not only an
Issue for law enforce-
ment, but also state and
federal politicians who

(see DA pg. 2)
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Phillip Shope

I TECKICSS

Phillip Shope, 52,
Head of Creek Road
Sweetwater, was
charged with Driving
on Revoked/Suspend-
ed License, and As-
sisting other Agency.
Deputy JC. Schuliz
LCSO, answered a
reckless vehicle cal
on I-75. Deputy made
contact with the vehi-

cle at the 81 mm and
conducted a traffic

see reckless pg. 3

Father/Son Tutoring Company
Executives Sentence ‘

for Fraud

More Than 100 School Districts Victimized

Although financial
fraudsters target al
sort of victims, per-

-["h-‘"hﬂf" = £y rivm

LdpS WOIst 1ype
of financial criminals
are the ones who go
after the most vulner-
able. A prime exam-
ple of those types of
criminals? A father/
son pair, the subjects
of a recent FBI Chi-
cago-led  investiga-
fion, who perpetrated
a multi-million-dollar

thno
L

— a LUKEUS ON £ |
Lacy Hicks
Josey Tee jenkins see Meth pg. 5
Verse of the Dav Wazzup Weather cast. Low of 49F.
Put on the full armor When a Doctor’s office  Today: Cloudy. High *Eﬁm' 011121
E: E I (God so that you can € ams 10 h ave an expert  of 54F Yzzrngght bemunclear about
E ake your stand agalnst I their office, watch Tonmight: overcast. low your long-term goals now, bu
E‘ the devil’s schemes. —  Out aI'IEi be aware of a of 45F. you can’t bury your fee ing
E phesians 6:1] load of BS and follow Tuesday: Cloudy. High ﬁ,ﬁz igfﬁ‘f}iﬁt h‘:;;tﬂfﬁ‘g{ 1‘5:5
E f b%ﬁﬁﬁ ' up with SOMEone clseto  of 60F. . 1$ the aﬁsﬁ#er no matter wha
see inside get another opinion. Tuesday night: over-  (Continued on page 6),
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fraud against the De-
partment of kEducation
that ended up victim-
izing low-income stu-
dents from more than

100 public school dis-
tricts in Illinois and

other states.

Jowhar Soultanali,
62, and his son, Kabir
Kassam, 38, ran tutor-
Ing companies in the
Chicago area— Bril-
liance Academy, Inc.,
offered on-site schoo

(see fravd pg.
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2 finally begun to somewhat
JA slow the illegal diversion

are trying to find dollars and ©! these pills. As a result,
ways to combat this national h€ population of users who
epidemic. became hooked on pills is

; While the proliferation of twning io an easier to ob-

opioid pain medication has tain and cheaper fix for its o300 with fentany! which paj -
been a problem for years, addiction. Black tar heroin J pain or {0 manage pain after

E ; . is a powerful synthetic opi-

alating the distribution of illegal drug supply market [™NoiceTre Dol Eiten o mormones e T e
thHege dmgs which often oc- b}f a ne_,twork of Mexican ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
i curred throu gh pi il miils and distribution cells to trying 1 statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and

NS Crupul ous doctors  has and R"epl ace Dpi oid pI‘SSCI‘Ep“ | for any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or
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tion pills as the users’ drug of oid analgesic that is simi-
choice. lar to morphine but is 50 to

bven more dangerous than 100 times more potent. It
the heroin, which is usual- is a schedule II prescription
ly injected with syringes, is drug, and it is typically used
that this heroin is being ‘cut’ to treat patients with severe
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L ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily
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or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of
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Now Come Have The Bestill

'The Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-

ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City
TN 37771.865-771-2249. email; dan1204us@vyahoo.com

: The Daily Edition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The

2 Daily Edition is produced and published daily Monday through Fiiday and is circulated through-

1 out Loudon County and parts of Monroe and Knox Counties. Display advertising rates $5.00 per
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2011 Subaru Forester AWD, Sunroef, PS, PW,
PL, Alloy Wheels, Luggage Rack, Tow PKG
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2007 Mercedes Benz, V8, Loaded, Laather,
PW, PL, PS, Sunroof, Auto, Low Miles, Alloy
Wheels, NAY
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stop at the 84 mm. There
was sparks coming from the
underneatn the vehicle |, the
tag was registered to a dif-
ferent vehicle and expired.
Thedriver ot the vehicle was
_ identified as Phillip Shope,
whom dispatch advised his
' license were revoked, and
had an active warrant out
of Monroe County. Shope
gave permission o search
the wvehicle. The passen-
ger was 1dentitied as Kristi
Gibson who had inside her
purse a shoot kit with 3 sy-
'nges one uncapped, a tour-
niquet, filters 3 needles, and
a stlver spoon with residue
on it.

jj There was a small quanti-
ty of a white rock like sub-
stance in a plastic baggie
inside Gtibson glasses case.
Both were placed under ar-
rest.
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DA ctd. from pg. 2
surgery. I nese heroin/fentan-
yl overdoses are what is be-
lteved to be driving the spike
in overdose deaths.

District Attorney Russell
Johnson explained that the
coming together to form an
overdose task force is a way
to focus the attention of all of
law enforcement, EMS pro-
viders, medical examiners
and the public on this crisis.
"By letting the media know
about our efforts it will get
the word out to dealers and
users that we are stepping
up our efforts to interdict the
flow of these deadly drugs
(mto our communities. We
are actively investigating and
prosecuting these overdose
deaths as homicides against
the drug dealers who are
supplying the users,” John-
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son stated. “As part of this
prosecution process we have
to have the medical examin-
ers at the scene assisting law
enforcement in the investi-
gation to collect critical ev-
idence that can lead us to the
supplier. Dr. Tom Budouch
in Roane County has been
a tremendous help in this
regard. We are ordering au-
topsies on these deaths and I
etther go myself or send and
Assistant District Attorney
to observe the autopsy along
with the law enforcement in-

T TS T

Agents from the DEA and
TBI, as well as Knoxville Po-
lice Department were present
at the meeting to train local
agencies on how to better
identity potential overdose
victims, to better recognize
what may be essential ev-
idence at the scene of an
overdose, how to interview
persons who may also be
users that have information
about dealers and suppliers
and how to share information
between agencies to locate
potential sources of supply.
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| Have you been overcharged for any type
of towing service in the Lenoir City area?

' you have a breakdown or accident please

OWNER RE!
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owneo and operated
censed, ponoed and

can be of assistance.

the Sheriff.
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QUEST C&J Towing with the
officer. Aiso please call your Sheriff and
ask him to place C&J Towing on the “Ro-
tation List™” and help other motorists save
as much as you did! We at C&J are loca

, otate approved, li-

us Know if your denied service or how we

"note: the "Rotation List" is a
provide service for wrecks, DUI's, breakdowns, etc. and

are on an on-call basis for ser-
vice. This list is approved by

Chitf Teeters ¢ Owner
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insured. Call and let

list of wrecker services that
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tutoring, while  1ts
wholly owned sub-
starary Babbage Net
School, Inc., provid-
ed online trainng.
The two advertised
their services mostly
to schools with large
numbers of low-n-
come students. These
schools were recipi-
ents of federal funding
from the Department
of  kducation ear-
marked for “supple-
mental  educational
Services,” or tutoring.
But Soultanali and
Kassam brazenly
misrepresented the
nature and quality of
the tutoring services
their companies actu-
ally provided, both In
thetr marketing mate-
rials and in their state
provider applications.
The two promised
t0 create customized
tutoring programs to
address students’ aca-
demic needs, pre-test
and post-test students
to  determine where
students needed help
and how eilective the
tutoring was in pro-
viding that help, and
create useful student
progress reports for
parents and schools.
Instead, what
schools—and  their
students—got  were
mostly generic tutor-
ing programs con-
figured at or below
students’ grade lev-
els, partial or missing
pre-test and post-test
assessments that did
little to help students,
and fraudulent prog-
ress reports that, iIn
SOME €ases, were au-
tomatically generated
by a computer pro-

Oram.
As part of the fraud
scheme, Soultanali

I Tom™F = -y - - - . Hewialy -t e . . - O
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and Kassam also en-

gaged n fraudulent
billing, including cre-
ating Invoices based
on talse attendance re-
cords and spreadsheets
that contained inflated
futoring time summa-
ries.

But the two didn’t
undertake this scheme
by themselves. They
also bribed school offi-
cials and others to en-
sure that the fraud re-
mained hidden. Bribes
inctuded a Caribbean
cruise for an assistant
principal in Texas and
a trip to a gentlemen’s
club for a state edu-
cation offictal in New
Mexico.

All toid, the two
companies  received
about $33 million from
school districts around
the U.S. Investigative
activity revealed that
Soultanali and Kassam
fraudulently obtained
at least $11 miilion
of that for themselves
during the 2009-2010
school year, using it to
buy lavish properties,
luxury vehicles, and
EXpensive jewelry.

Soultanali and Kas-
sam brazenly misrep-
resented the nature and
quality of the tutoring
services their company
actually provided.

In the summer of
2010, an employee
of one of Soultanali
and Kassam’s compa-
nies-—suspicious  of
company activities—
reported concerns to
the FBI's Chicago
Field Office. The Bu-
reau opened an Investi-
gation, working close-
ly with the Department
of Education’s Office
of Inspector General
and with valuable as-
sistance from the Chi-
cago Public Schools’
Otffice of Inspector

-held on Monday, January 8, 2018 at 6:00 PM

General.
investigators rensically
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Lenoir City Councﬂ will be changing the be—
ginning time of their meetings to 6:00 PM. ef-;
lectwe January 2018. The meetings will still be|
fheld on the second and fourth Mondays of each
momh The first meeting of the year will bej

at City Hall,
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to0 build a case—fo- more than 100 school

analyzing districts and 60 bank
worked me‘thodicaﬂy fmanaaﬂ records from see ﬁ-&m @:M pg. 5

| W@mk Y@M f@]@f 7 y@&m of dedicated busi-
mness. We’ re closing the “buy here, pay here”

' Mulberry Street in Loudon and wel
have some great deals! NO in house financ-
ing! Cash Only! Or you can use your @wn
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Meth
Josey Jenkins,
37. Homeless, was

charged with 'Tamper-
ing/Fabricating  with
Fvidence, MEG/Del/
Sell or Poss. of Meth,
Poss. of Drug Para.,
Driving on Revoked/
Suspended  License,
and Assisiing other
Agency.
l.acy
Tinnel

Hicks, 29,
Lane Lenoir
City, was charged
with  MFEG/Del/Sale
or Poss. of Meth, Poss
of Drug Para., and.As-
sisting other Agency.
Deputy Cody Frifts
.CSO, observed a
Red Toyota Solara
traveling on Tinnel
Road. Deputy recog-
nized the driver as Jo-
sey Tee lJenkins (lee
Jenkins). Mr. Jenkins
was not weartng a
seat belt and Deputy
had prior knowledge
that his driver license
were suspended. Upon
stopping the vehicle
on Tinnel Lane Depu-
ty made contact with
the driver Josey Jen-
kins. The passenger
was identified as Lacy
Hicks. Upon running
Mr. Jenkins through
dispatch he was found
to have a warrant out
of Knox County. Upon
running  Ms.  Hicks
through dispatch she
was also found to have
a warrant out of Knox
County. Josey Jenkins
and lLacy Hicks were
taken into custody. In
plain view in the pas-
senger floor board was
a Hypodermic syringe
and a glass Meth pipe.
Cpl Chris Jenkins de-
ployed his K9 Deja did
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and he advised that
his dog did alert to an
odor of an iliegal nar-
cotic. Upon searching
the vehicle founa be-
tween the passenger
seat and center con-
sole was a baggy of
Crystal Methamphet-
amine (.75¢g). Found
in the passenger door
panel was a red bag-
oy with Crystal Meth
(.12). Found 1n the

driver side door panel

was digital scales and

a red baggy. Found in

the trunk in a black
zipper bag was (3) sy-
ringes, (2) SCOOpers,
and (45) baggies. Jo-
sey Jenkins and Lacy
Hicks were taken into
custody and trans-
ported to the Loudon
County Jail. kn route
to the jail Mr. Jenkins
appeared be selzing
and shaking and stated
he had eaten around
3.5 grams of Meth.
Upon arriving to the

jail 500.00 i curren-

cy was retrieved from
M, pants
by Deputy Branum.
While Mr. Jenkins
was speaking to EMS
at the jail he stated
he had eaten 7 grams
of Meth. Mr. Jenkins
was transported by
EMS to Fort Loudon
Emergency room.
This did happen in
Loudon County.
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DA cont. from pg. 3

The effort by Roane
and Loudon Counties
1s going to be modeled
after what Knox Coun-
ty 1s already doing.

Dr. Tom Bodouch,
Roane County’s med-
ical examiner stated,
“I have already been
working closely with

the DA, law enforce-
ment and UT Foren-
sics Center on these
cases so it will be help-
ful to also have a rela-
tionship with the Knox
County Overdose
Task Force. We see
individuals who are
going to Knox Coun-
ty to get their drugs
then coming back to
Roane County with
those drugs to share
them and then we have
overdoses with which
we have {0 contend.”
He noted that Roane
County had thirty-six
overdose deaths 1n
2016, one of the high-
est rates per capita in
‘Tennessee. “Unfor-
tunately, we will pass
that number this year.”

Rockwood  experi-
enced a rash over over-
doses over one week-
end recently, none
resulting in death, but

Chief Bill Stinnett

observed that his offi-

cers had become more
focused as a result.
“We are working with
the TB! drug agent to
iocate the source of
these drugs thai are
very dangerous to our
community. Our offi-
cers are spending extra
time In areas where we
see frequent drug ac-
ivity and are making
more arrests,” Chief
Stinnett said.

Loudon County
Shertif Tim Guder
had members of his
narcotics unit pres-
ent at the meeting and
satd, ‘I think this 1s
an excellent approach
to the problem. We
have had two overdose
deaths in the last few
weeks with one being
in the county in Phil-
adelphia. It occurred
in what was a resi-
dence of frequent calls
to law enforcement

Page 5 ° Daily Editio
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about possible illegal
drug use and we are
working with the dis-
trict attorney to have

that house condemned

as a public nuisance.
We are making more
arrests for heroin and
pills out of know drug
areas as we step up our
eiforts. Hopefully, this
will stop the deaths as
this new phenomenon
with the fentanyl is a
serious problem.”

traud ctd. from pg. 4

accounts; reviewing
company records and
e-mails; and inter-
VIEWINg numerous In-
dividuals, including
employees of the two
tutcring  companies
and school officials
in Hlinois and a num-
ber of other states. By
April 2014, there was
enough evidence (o
indict Soultanali, his
son, thelr {(wWo Ccom-
panies, and four other
co-conspirators. Short-
ly after that, Soultanali
and Kassam—in order
to stay out jail—paid
their  $500.000 bond
with diamond and ruby
rings, plus several lux-
ury vehicles.

But that attempt at
keeping their freedom
was tor naught. Both
men eventually pled
gullty to fraud charges,
and, last month, were
sentenced to feder-
al prison. Both were
also ordered to pay
$11.393.762 in. restitu-
tion to the Department
of Education.

And fortunately,
both Brilliance Acad-
emy and Babbage Net
School went out of
business, and the vic-
tim schools are now
able to contract with
legitimate and highly
qualified tutoring ser-
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vices to enhance the
academic skills of their
students.

According to Mark
Prejsnar, the Chicago
case agent who headed
up fthe investigation,
the scheme perpetrated
by Soultanali and Kas-
sam  “demonstrated
now the greed of a few
individuals can have
such a negative impact
on our most vulnerable
citizens and communi-
fies.” And he’s hope-
ful that the results of
this investigation will
serve as a deterrent to
others who might be

contemplating similar
frauds.

DUI

Samuel Bevel-
himer, 27, Elizabeth
Way Lenoir City, was
charged with DUI,
Poss. of Drug Para.,
Simple  Possession,
and Violation of Im-
piied Consent.

Otficer S Runyun
LCPD, was dispatched
to a possibly intoxicat-
ed driver in the area of
hwy 11 and hwy 321,
Vehicle was described
by caller as a gray
nissan truck. As Offi-
cer approached inter-
section of hwy 11 and
hwy 321 Officer did
see this vehicle wait-
ing to turn in the wrong
lane of traffic. Officer
initiated traific stop on
this vehicle coming
back to a 2001 Nissan
to a Samuel Bevelhim-
er out of Lenoir City.
Traffic stop was made
in the area of Hwy 11
and St. Thomas Way.
Upon making contact
with driver Officer
did smell an odor of

see DUI ctd. pg. 7
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DUI etd. from pg. 5 He did perform poorly on - *
each task and was placed into as well. Tennessee Implied Capias arrest for Murder x?

- . Consent advisement form  Christopher Orr.29. H
custody for Driving Under - ‘ _ b1 Ir,2>, munter
the Influence at this time. was read and one breath WVillage Drive Ootewah, was

—_— .. gathered after the standard charged with Criminal Court
Samuel Bevelhimer was very g?rtigi i;ngve;tbol{lye (;:[; Ctif(ei;laccl; 20 minute observation peri- Capis (First Degree Murder

assy eyed, very unsteady was  located  and “ od at the jail. A reading of X2, 1heftof Property). Chris-
on his feet and swayed side maiel (;a cd an ¢ 4PPIOX= 994 on the first breath was }opher Orr was transported
0 side when trying to stand. y 3 grams of a green ogged and then subject in- rom Colorado to the Loudon
Field Sobriety Task was ex- caly substance was found tentionally refused the other Count;y Jiall and served with
sined to driver and he did 210P8 With @ wooden pipe yeam reculting in the charge et ioinal Capias.

. containing burnt marijuana b & CHATET s

consent to atiempting task. of Violation Tennessee im-
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— ] plied consent law. Subject
e ' was charged with DUI first, =
possession of marijuana (5 |
grams) and possession of |
drug paraphernalia. This did

occur 1n Lenoir City Tn

alcohol emtting from inside
the vehicle and intiated fie
sobriety. Driver Identifed as
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Pennie Lindsey
Aftiliate Broker
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20ft Chris Craft, V-hull walk thru, V-8 en-
gine, white w/green stripe. all toys and adul
ackets inciuded. No trailer, in dry storage F
toudon Can renew [ease if so desired.

if interested TEX 2589921
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River Rock Real Iistate Group
www.RIverRockT N.com

ennie@riverrockin.com
865-755-5264 - Cel
865-635-9700 Ext. 2 - Business
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