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Melody ‘lelter, 34,
Grandview Drive
Lenotr  City, was
charged with Aggra-
vated Statutory Rape
x2. On 1/26/16 Sgt.
Detective Charlie
Cosner LCSO., went
to  speak with Cpl.
Estes who sateda that
he had received in-
formation that a juve-
nile had been a vic-
tim of statutory rape.

(see rape pg. 2)

thﬁw Belil
(see theit pg 7)
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) .Since they hated knowl-
ledge and did not choosc
ito fear the LLORD ...
they will eat the fruit of
(their ways and be filled
Iwith the fruit of their
dschemes. Proverbs
1 1:2931
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V@if“%@f the Day Obituaries

Michaef Schmidt
 senienhced 1o serve
33 months in prison
 for wire fraud
Michael Frank
Schmudt, 60, of Jones-
borough, Tenn., was
sentenced on Feb. 2.
20616, by the Honorable
R. Leon Jordan, U.S.
District Court Jjudge,
{0 serve 33 months in
| tederal prison. Judge
Jordan alsc imposed
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School Facilities

The Comptroller’s Of-
fices of Research and
Education  Accountability
% (OREA) has relaabed a TC-

|
|

a three-ycar term of |

(sce fraud pg. 5)

Comptrolier Releases Report om Char ter |

’Fhmsﬂm }Febﬁ mary ﬂl 2016
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A Republican-spon-
sored bill that would
make three or more
convictions for simple
DOSSESSIOn  Or  casual
exchange of marijuana
a misdemeanor rather
than a iclony passed
a key hurdie on Tues-
day.

i

é
port that examines the way |
charter school facilities are
funded in Tenncssee. The

{ See report pg. 3
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Wazzup

A super-duper thank
you, thank you, thank
you to the crew at LUB
for your extraordinary
Service. LUB gOES
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above & bey ond for it’s
customers and 1t 1S ap-
preclated!!!

Today: Intervals of clouds
and sunshine. High 48F.
Tonight: Clear skies.
near 25F.

Friday A mamly sunny sky.

Low
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High 48F, ]

ot L R )

el i Synrali 1

Fnda}’ Night A few clouds);
Low 28F ]
Horoscopes

Aquarins 1/20-2/19
Dig down to the ‘%DUI‘C“
of your uneasiness toda\
if you're uncomfort‘lbl

(Cmmfzwd on page 6}
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on Bill clears

With a unanimous
9-0 vote, the Senate
sudictary  Commuititee
approved a bill that
would make changes
to the prosecuiion of
those found guilty of
DOSSESSING  marijuana
and other controlled
substances  three or
more {mes. |
The move 1S ex-
pected to decrcase the
state’s  1ncarceration
costs by as much as $2
miilion, according to
the bill’s {iscal note.
(See biii pg Y
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issued for Vandarack. Melo-

The girifriend of the suspect 9Y Was taken into custody for
1Thongsavanh Vandarack had turther lnvestgadion.

told another individual. The . ©PoR completion of the
girlfriend was identified as vestgation, Det. Chailie
Melody Telfer, both live on COSner charged Melody with
Grand View Drive. After an < counts of Aggravated Stat-

investigation warrants wege “LOTY Rape.
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12010 Kia Soul Sporty, 4 cyl, Auts, |
PL, A/C , Great On Gas, Like New

2007 Dodge Ramn 1500 Quad Cab, Thunder
Road PKG, 20 in. Wheels, Low Miles,

o T H RO T T i T ™

2010 Ford Escape Limited Leather, Alloy
Wheels, Heat, A/C, Luggage Rack, 79K,
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2011 Dodge Grand Caravan DVD, Stow
& Go, Loaded, Remote Doors, Rear A/C
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2011 Ford Ranger Low Miles, Tow Pkg, New
Tires, &/C, Heat, Bed Liner.
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report

report provides information on the

facilities arrangements for Tennes-

see’s charter schools and describes

_' efforts in Tennessee and other states
to provide charter schools with fa-
cilities-related assistance.

| Charterschools are public schools
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of the following three entities in
Tennessee; local boards of educa-
tion, the Achievement School Dis-
trict (ASD), or the State Board of
SZducation (SBOE). The majority of
charters in Tennessee are authorized
by local boards of education. As of
the 2015-16 school year, 97 public
charter schools operate in Tennes-
see. These school are located in
Hamilton County (3}, Knox County
(1), Metro Nashville (27), Shelby
County (45), and the Achievement
School District (21).

Charter schools authorized by
school districts and the State Board
of Education must secure their own
facility arrangements. Once a char-
ter school’s application is approved,
1t 1s the responsibility of the school
operator to secure its own school
factlity; neither the locat board of
education nor the SBOE is required
to provide a facility to the charter
schools they authorize. ASD charter
schools neither lease nor own their
school facilities and are not respon-
sible for securing a school facility.
Almost all charter schools in the

]

ASD are instead located in a school
: tacility previously operated by a lo-
1 cal school district and subsequently
|
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from private property owners (50

own their buildings.

charter schools with facilities-relat-

I A1 e T A e e 0, Ly K ke o, 1= PO o Pirp g

taken over by the ASD because of
low academic performance. general categories:

Unlike traditional schools, which - Access to district facilities.
are the property of the local board + Assistance with borrowing
of education, most charter schools money,

either lease, own, or have financed - Dedicated per-pupil funding,
to own their school facility. The and

majority of Tennessee’s charter - Competitive state grants
schools lease their facilities, either OREA 1s a division within the

Comptroller’s Office that is charged
with providing accurate and objec-
tive policy research and analysis for
the Tennessee General Assembly
and the public.

To view the full report online, go

to:  http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/
OREA/
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ed assistance typically fall into four

percent), their authorizing school
district (22 percent), or public en-
tities such as a city or county gov-
ernment (9 percent). The remaining
schools own or have financed to

Nationally, programs to provide
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ave you been overcharged for any type
| of towing service in the Lenoir City area? |
'you have a breakdown or accident please
' IVEST C&J Towing with the
nlease call your Sheriff and
ask him to place C&J Towing on the “Ro-
|tation List™ and help other motorists save
' as much as you did! We at C&J are loca
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lowned and operated, State approved, li-|

D

, bonded and insured. Call and let
| us know if your denied service or how we

| can be of assistance.

"note: the “Hotation List” is a list of wrecker services that
' provide service for wrecks, DUl's, breakdowns, etc. and
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|are on an on-call basis for ser- .
| vice. This list is approved by

X,

| the Sneriff.
| Clitf Teeters e Ownerg
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The change comes
as part of a package
deal. The heart of the
bill was actually cen-
tered on enhancing the
state’s DUIs laws.

Current law hands
out a Class E felony o

any person with four of
more DU convictions.

The bill would alter the
state’s law and give a
Class C felony to any-
one with six or more
DUI convictions.
According to the
bill’s fiscal note, Ten-
nessece annually aver-
ages about 456 convic-

tions for four or more
DUIls. I the changes

proposed in the bill
were implemented, the
state’s correction Sys-
tem would 1ncrease by
61 people, including
cstimates for popula-
tion growth.

Factoring in recidi-
vism rates, the fiscal
note found that the
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state could reasonably the state’s prosecution

expect 34 additional of offenses involving
offenders, whnch would the pggg@ggign of con-

cost $1.6 million, 0 trolled substances.
enter lennessee’s cor-  Passage of the bill

rectional system each would actually result
year as a result of the ina $342,600 decrease
DUI changes. | in incarcerations, ac-

With that in mind, cording to the fiscal
the bill’'s sponsors note.

— Sen. Randy Mc- “In order to reduce
Nally, R-Oak Ridge, the fiscal effects of the

and Rep. Wiliam bill it does reduce the
Lamberth, R-Cotton- simple possession or

town — amended it to casual exchange of a
include the changes to
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McNally said while in-
troducing the bill.
Stmple  possession
1S when someone has
an 1llegal substance
and they don’t possess
it tor delivery or sale,
saird  Brent Cooper,

District Attorney Gen-
eral for the 22nd Judi-
cial District.
“Typically, 99 per-
cent of the time, it’s
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possessed for personal
use,” he sald.

When asked whether
he supports the leg-
islation, Cooper said

though he only re-
cently heard about the
bill, a colleague of his
was 1n favor of it.

The bill was also
amended by Sen. Brian
Kelsey, R-Memphis,
who sought to make

see bill ctd. pg. 5)

An Easy Advance (EA) is a $750 loan secured by your tax refund and is
offered by Republic Bank & Trust Company, member FDIC, to qualifying
applicants. There are no fees or interest associated with the EA. Subject to
approval. Visit your Liberty office to learn more. Officer Expires 2-28-15.
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Jare kiey,
50, Peach QOrchard
Maryvilile, was
harged with DUI,
Legend Drug, Open
Container, Simple

ossession, Following

00 (lose, and Viola-
ton Implied Consent.
Deputy Brian Smith
LCSO, observed a tan
ehicle traveling south
on Hwy 321. Deputy
did observe the vehicle
cross the fog line sev-
eral times then strike a
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horse trailer in the rear.
Upon stopping the ve-
hicle Deputy identified
he driver as Jare Bar-
had a strong

alcoholic
beverage coming from
he vehicle. Once Dep-
uty had Jare exit the
vehicle Deputy noticed
the same odor com-
ing from Jare person.

Jare was unsteady on gsupervised release and $744.000,

poorly on sobriety test

arrest. Upon mventory

of the vehicle Deputy />Ccording

located a bottle of Ga-
bapentin,
an

Schmidt
and was placed under SWilty in September which had

:

pleaded

2015 to wire fraud.
to infor-

mation included in

Xanax, and documents on file with in  this
open beer in the U.S. District Court, included the Tennes-

ousiness
contracts
with Tennessee East-
man Company.
Agencies involved
Investigation

er Depot, a

floor board . D@pﬂt}’ Schmudt d@ViSﬁé and see Bureau of Inves-
Brian Smith LCSQ, ¢€xecuted a Ponzi type tigation, Morristown,

made the arrest.

e

il

investor scheme which
defrauded 30 individu-
als of approximately
OVEer a Six-

his feet while walking ordered Schmidt to year period of time.

and standing. Deputy pay full restitution to He falsely
noticed spilled beer 0 hig victims and a $100 his victims

the vehicle. Jare did
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{ennessee Police De-
partment, and Jones-
borough, Tennessee
Police  Department.
Suzanne Kerney-Quil-
len and Helen Smith,
Assistant U.S. Attor-
neys represented the
United States.

bill ctd. from pg. 4

changes to those con-
victed of carjacking.

Kelsey noted that
under current law, of-
tenders convicted of
carjacking can serve as
little as 30 percent of
their sentence before
being released on pa-
role.

His amendment
which was adopted by
the committee, sought
to require any person
convicted of carjack-
Ing to serve 75 per-
cent of the sentence
imposed by the court,
minus any earned and
retained sentence cred-
its. Kelsey’s amend-
ment does not aliow
the service credits to
reduce the time served
below 60 percent.

While some on the
commitiee, mcluding
Sen. Douglas Over-
bey, R-Maryvilie,
were hardly enthusias-
tic about the changes
to the prosecution of
those 1n possession of
marijuana, it was seen
as a necessary compro-
mise due (o financial
reasons.

“The trade-off is to
strengthen our laws
against driving while
intoxicated to those

(see bill ctd. pg. 7)
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Bobby  Beli, 24,

Duncan Ave (Chatia-
nooga, was charged

with Theft of Pr operty.

Steven Brannan, 33.
Chadwick Wayv Blaine,
was chargead with Theft
of Property.

Otficer Brandon
Johnson LCPD, 1e-
sponded tc  Walmart
for a inctt cail.

Walmart 1.0ss Preven-
tion obscrved Bobby
Bell take possession
of a shopping cart tull
ol unpaid merchandise
from an unknown le-
male. Bobby pushed
the cart through the
register line without
paying. Bobby passed
the shobping cart off 1o
Steven Brannan, who
exited the storc with

the merchandise with-

oul paying. Merchan-
dise total was $856.59.
Otficer Brandon John-
son LCPD, made the
arrest.

bill ctd. irom pg. 5

that are the most griev-
ous offenders and those
that are most likely to
cause serious  bodily
injury or death on the
highways,” Overbey
sald.

After the commitlec
concluded 1ts discus-
sion on the bill and
ultimately voted in its
favor, the conversation
was moved to another
bill aimed at making
chamﬂs to the pros-

cution of ma rijuana
possessmn.

But that bili, spon-
sored by Sen. Jelt Yar-
oro, D-Nashvillie, was

on making changes
the prosecution of
marijuana  possession
and did not include the
Ul enhancements that
McNaliy’s bili did.
Yarbro argued that
McNaliv's bill would
not only make those
convicted of possess-

ing  marljuana three
times or more guity

of a m isdemcaﬂoz il
would do the same f oF
cocaine, methamphet-
amine and neroin.

But several senators
said they were against
Yarbro's bill.

“I favor Sen. Mec-
Nally's approach with
the third conviction
not being a felony for
simple  possession,” |
satd Sen. John  Ste-
vens, R-Huntingdon.
“Unmh yvour bill, they

Page /o Dany rdition ¢ February 4
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Yasbzob bill focused

will still be felons po-
tentially if they have
controlied substance
not marijuana, in S"ncm
amounts.”

Sen. Mike Bell, R-
Riceville, laid out his
reasons for opposing
Yarbro’s bill, saying,
“Lessening the pun-
ishment for the crime

-, 2016
gave me some heart-

burn. But with the pre-
vious oill i got a uitle
sugar with the biil that
helped the medicine
o0 down. With this bill
tdon't.”

Yarbro encouraged the
committee o pass his
pili in the event that Mc-

see bilf conc. pg. 8
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bill conc. from pg. 7 With the committee’s

Nallv’s lesiclat action, McNally’s bill §
i (ol o Se ‘way iS now headed to the
through the Senate and Senate Finance, Ways
House. But Yarbro ulti- and Means Committee.
, mately agreed to place
his bill on the commit-
- tee’s last calendar. The

f move allows Yarbro to
bring his bill back be-
fore the committee in

case it is necessary. 865-771-2248
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